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From The President

The October 14, 2000 meeting at the MCL Cafeterla in Richmond, Indiana
was a trip down memory lane. Northeastern High School graduate, Gerald
Smith introduced retired referees Dec Willlams, Bill May, Don McBride and
Cliff Dickman as our guest panelists. Dick Tiernan (the Richmond basketball
arena is named in his honor), H, Burl Shook (coached Liberty High School to its
first sectional title in 1938) and cthers shared in discussions from the audi-
ence. : : g
-1 Judictously use the word “cetived” rather than “former”, as the program
taught me that ali of those present haven't skipped a beat In staying up-to-date
on the sport that we all Iove. R o
. Of a‘rﬁ' a;f:;.h_it:c’r‘c:s_t--tp me wcrc’.5the,-di_sgussidhs" on the fmpact of rule
’ f‘chzgnlgc's the special experlences of refereéinjs small schiool gawes, and of course,
'.<'glas's}basketbali_l; - Also'especidlly interesting, were the dissertations on some of

‘the-most s‘-m,émqrable, players, coaches ‘and administrators encountered .in the
“many yéa Afs'l‘qffwﬁiétlé'bléw*lng. Because of the numerous circumstances these
' Individuals with the striped shirts were exposed to, they were able to keep us
in stitches and on the edge of our seats - truly quite humorous and in some
cases almost unbelievable. ' '

~ Aspecial thanks to Vernon Weiss for organizing the event, to Gerald Smith
for chairing it and to the participants for enriching us with some of the fantas-
Hic lore of Indiana High School Basketball. _

I'would like to convey a final note which comes from the Indiana High School
Basketball Hall of Fare, Exccutive Director (also an IHSBHS ‘member), Roger
Dickinson.  He has fnvited the IHSBHS to submit, through me, corrected doctr-
méritation and information on-coaches records. I have accepted this graclous
{nvitation. :Roger’s stggestion is that we start with a list of the top winningest
‘coaches and work our way down. Our documernitation, as most of youare aware,
will be as thorough as possible and will'deal with one coach at a time:

' Bill Ervin

*

i School Basketball Historical Society,
97) and Harlee‘/
Indiana Hig

Sheets for the purpose
Schoel Basketball.

Next IHSBHS Mecting

It has usually been our custom to meet
in New Castle for our winter meeting where
the Hall of Fame so graciously has always
provided us with a meeting place and where
we could see some good basketbal{ played,
while supporting their event. However, at
the IHSBHS Board Meecting on November
25th, it was decided that our winter meet-
ing would take place in Terre Haute where
the once prestigious Wabash Valley Tour-
nament is being reinstituted as the Wabash
Valley Classic, after an absenice of 28 years.

A defermining factor in opting for the
Terre Haute venue is the fact that member
and Vigo County native, Dean Kendall has
been invited to sell “his prodigious and en-
lightening publication on the history of this
Iliinois-Indiana interstate rivalry. that will
take place at the Terre Haute South gy
(Dec. 27-30).

The meeting date will be on the lastday
of the tournament (Dec. 30th), but mem-
bers are encouraged to buy a season ticket,
since the price is:a meager-$10.00 for the
whole show. It will include 20 games with
all teams playing during the initial session
on the 27th. All teams .are guaranteed a
minimumn of  three games with some play-
ing four, Sec iusert in this newsletter for
further detaifs.

The spring meeting will, more than
likely, will be held in Indianapolis between
sessions of the finals of the state tourna-
meut - the Indianapolis Athletic Club among
other places is being considered. We are
thinking of renting a meeting room with a
possible smorgasbord for members and
guests. This will give members a chance to
take part in a very important mecting where
board members will be elected; Tt will af-
ford members who have never met, fo get
acquainted and talk about our favorite pas-
tine - Indiana high school basketball. Fi-
nal arrangements will be published in the
in the spring Boxscore, about four weeks
prior o this affair,




Y
Bob Whalen

Breaks

There are probably very few people who

know that the very small community of
. Breaks had a high school and that they even
played basketball in the early 1900s,

Information of this era is very hard to
come by. In the 1904-05 school year they
even laid claim to being the Indiana high
school state champions. The justification for
the claim has never been ascertained, How-
ever some light on the subject can be shed.
The larger county seat school,
Crawfordsville, registered a 4 and 3 record -
very mediocre for the school where basket-
ball was first played in Indiana.

At this time, prior to the establishment
of the state tournament in 1910-11, some
schools laid claim to being the king of high
school basketball - both legitimate and un-
Justified, according to any person or group’s
particular ik,

The only schedule (1907-08), so far,
found for Breaks follows.

All-Stars

won
Elmdale " won
Elmdale won
Yountsville won
New Richmond won
New Riclunond worl

N.H.S. (possibly Newtown) lost
Coach: William Stump

It was known that Elmdale and
Yountsville had high schools in these earlier
years of the 20th Century, but this is the first
record found of them playing basketball.
Breaks built a new school (grades 1-12) in
1906. This building still stands today. None
of their teamns ever entered an Indiana state

BOXSCORE is published quarterly by the Indi-
ana High Schoo! Basketball Historical Socicty ([HS-
BHS). The publication is not copyrighted. [tmay be
copied in part or whole for circulation throughout
indiana or anyplace where Indiana high school bes-
ketball is enjoyed. Credit for information gleaned
from BOXSCORE would be appreciated.

Yearly subscription; Send $6.00 to Bob Whalen,
908 Caftage Avenue, Crawfordsville; IN 47933, Sub-
scription includes four maifings of Boxscore, full
membership in [HSBHS, with voting rights, when
in attendanco at regular meetings, All meeatings are
published  within (place-tinie- date) and  prior to
each meeting,

Lifetime membership: $55.00.

Inquiries: All inquices or nofification of error
should be sent to Editor, Harley Sheets, at 635 South
State Road 39, Danviile, [V 46122, Phone: AL
7456788 - Fax: (317) 745-5868
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Two Small Schools Ya Montgomery Co.
B

tournament. Other research shows that they
lost to C’ville (20-4) in 1908-09 and
Wingate (51-21) in 1912-13. This could
indicate their reluctance to participate in the
event. The school closed at around the time
of the First World War.

Mace

Another small school that got little no-
toriety in these years was Mace. It is be-
lieved, that on occasion, there weren’t
enough bays to form a team. Basketball was
played there in 1914 and possibly earlier.

This school, unlike Breaks, did partici-
pate in several sectionals but unfortunately
lost their first encounter in each year of par-
ticipation.

Year Lost to
1917 Newtown (10-23)
1918 Veedersburg (8-45)
1919 Kingman (8-15)
192¢ Alaino (14-19)
- at Greencastle
1921 Crawfordsville
by forfeit
1922 Hillsboro (14-22)
1923 New Richmond (10-34)

The Mace school was closed at the end
of the 1923-24 school year. At that time
most of the students were sent to
Crawfordsville and New Ross, with a few
possibly going to Ladoga. Currently, all stu-
dents from this area of Montgomery County
o to Southmont High due to school redis-
tricting:

Editor’s note: Today, unlike Breaks
which has been remodeled into a home, the
once majestic Mace school still stands, but
sadly, in complete disrepair and disarray.
What was once the school yard is fenced off
and used for hogs and cattle. Most of the
windows are broken out. Such a sad sipht.

= e

BOOK REVIEW

“Athenian Greats” by member Bo
Whalen is a combination of three separal
booklets (AG 1, AG 2 & AG 3).

. AG I covers the period from 1900-3
and has articles on three Crawfordsvill
coaches and fourtcen athletes, of which thre
wentonto coach. Some of the better know
individuals are Ralph Jones, Dav
Glascock, Ward “Piggy” Lambert an.
Ralph “Pete” Vaughn.

AG 2 runs from the early “20s into th
‘60s It has articles on four coaches an
sixteen C’ville athletes. Two of these be
came coaches. Some better known are/wer
Karl “Knobby” Dickerson, Paul “Pat
Malaska, H.T. “Mac” MecCullough, Charli
Cummings, Dick Baumgariuer and Dicl
Haslam, -

AG 3, for the most part, covers the “60,
and into the ‘80s, reviewing the careers o
four additional coaches and fifteen players
Some more familiar names are Paul Curti:
and Bruce Whitchead.

Cost of these books are AG | &
($5.50 ea.) and AG 3 ($5.00). A combina
tion of ail three $12.50, When ordering by
mail add $1.50 (1 book), 2.75 (2 books
and 4.00 (3 books) for postage and han-
dling. .

I encourage other members who have
publications for sale to send in a review of
their work(s), with cost of postage and han-
dling, for free publicity in Boxscore. HBS.

Thank You Becky

. The readers may have noticed that nc
pictures appeared in the newsletter, the las(
1ssue nor this one. That is because a sweel
lady at the Danville, Indiana Carnegie Li-
brary had scanned them for nic as a favor
at no cost, which saved the IHSBHS a little
mongey. )

Becky Gramhn%recently had a heart
attack and will not be returming to work.
I'm sure all members want to join me in
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thanking her and wishing her our very best.
HBS.

Nae the Indima e school hif
ame the Indiana_high school tha
each of these major lea%lue baseball
P}l;}yers attended? (1) Carl Erskine (2)
i Hodges (3) Don’ Larsen (4) Dizzy
Trout (5} Scotf Rolen (6) Tommy John
(7) Max Carey (8) Name the orly one
enshrined in the Basebal] Hall of Fame
in Cooperstown, New York.
wers on page 4)



A Trip To Centralia
Part IL: The Trip
By Harley Sheets

Underway

Upon crossing into Hlinois I decided

to get off of Interstate 70 and travel on
- parallel U.S. Highway 40.

Shortly, I saw signs pointing north
to Paris, a two time Illinois state chan-
pion, a town whose team in 1942 had
designs on being Illinois’ first unde-
feated title holder. Their demise came
at the hands of Arthur Trout’s Centralia
Orphans and their legendary star,
Dwight “Dike” Eddelman. This titular
game said to be the most memorable of
all-time had Paris (39-0) leading by 13
points with five minutes to go, in a time
when aled like this was gargantuan. To
make matters worse, Ferrell Robinson,
Centralia’s feisty little floor guard (point
guard today) had fouled out.

However, led by Eddelman, the Or-
phans somehow managed to eke out the
victoty, 35-33, What was so special
about this Centralia title journey was
this. The only starter back from the
previous year when Centralia was by
most accounts the favorite to take the
championship, was Eddelman.

Later on came Teutopolis (pop:
1,414}, where a sign proclaims them the
1986, Class A (smallest of Tlinois’ two
class forma) state champs with a 33-0
record, " o

Nexi came Effingham were my third
cousin, Cevert Lucas, coached before
winning two sectionals at Brownsburg.
This is also were Uwe Blab played bas-
ketball before his sojourn to LU.

At Effingham is I-57, the north-
south thoroughfare that leads south to
Centralia and Mt. Vernon. About fif-
teen miles down the highway and off to
the west is Loogootee, the only other
one in-the world as far as’'T know.
Loogootee, Tilinoist{!! That has to

-sound weird to a Hoosier
‘Anhour later exit 109. This puts me

4

BOXSCORE

on Highway 161 and then west 10 miles
to my destination,
Checking Things Out

After obfaining a motel room I was:
immediately off to case the school.
What I saw was an older building with
some later additions, which took up a
good city block, maybe two. As I was
surveying Centralia’s learning establish-
ment a marquee urging support for the
Annies caught my eye,

Next I parked my jalopy and entered
the open court inside, got directions to
the office and was told that complemen-
tary passes would await me at the ticket
booth prior to the game. I then followed
directions to the gym. For some reason
I entered on the balcony level and im-
mediately looked up at the steel girters
supporting the ceiling. Then as I looked
straight ahead to the far end, the only
end of the gym without seating, another
sign drew miy attention. Placed directly
under the American flag it read,
“Centralia High School Orphans -
Home of America’s Winningest Baske(-
ball Team”.

Continuing my diligent scrutinizing
of this shrine, I looked down upon the
girls team practicing. In doing so, the
center circle came info view, Usually it
will encompass the school name and
team logo. But not this one! It made it
clear where you were - The Arthur
Trout Gymnasium, |

Before returning to the motel to get
some rest before the game I solved the
mystery of the Annies on the sign out-
side. T asked a custodian about it and
was told that this was the nickname of
the girls team, AsI walked to the carI
began to smile as my brain engaged. Giil
tearm names are, in most cases fairly ge-
neric. For example, if the boys are the
Warriors, the girls are theé Warriorettes.
Not so, here in “Little Egypt”. Bingo!
Since the boys team is the Orphans, the
girls are the Orphan Annies! A unique
name, indeed,

Pre Game Jitters

Back at the motel, trying to relax, I
wondered if the gym would be full and
if Centralia’s rivalty with Mt. Vernon
would be as colorful as in the Trout era,

As I began my return trip to the
school, I worried about being disap-
pointed. My anxiety was based on these
facts. Mr. Trout had coached here back
when the gym was the epicenter of com-
munity activity on Friday nights, When
a very minute percentage of students
had cars, unlike today when school
parking lots are filled almost to capac-
ity. When there was no electronic age
to interfere with school activifies, and
kids hadn’t ways or means of imbibing
in 5o many exfracurricular activities.

Upon nearing the school, my appre-
hension began to wane, somewhat.
Traffic became more congested and all
parking facilities were filled almost to
capacily. After parking a block and a
half away in an open field, I began my
trek toward the long anticipated venue,
AsIdid so, my pulse began to quicken,
accomparntied by the butterfly-in-the-
stomach syndrome, much like the feel-
ing T used to get the day of the game
when I played in high school. Earlier, T
had come into an almost emply capsule,
but now I was about to step into the
sanctuary of Centralia’s storied basket-
ball tradition in its full glory.

AsTwalked into the lobby, the smell
of popcorn tickled my nostrils. I then
acquired a program, picked up the tick-
ets. As I started to enter the gym, T
looked up to see a portrait of Mr, Trout
gazing down at me. I acknowledged him
with a slight nod,

I proceeded to my theater type seat,
four rows up and just to the left of press
row. Many more of these seats have
been added over the years, no doubt
diminishing the original capacity.

See Trout ( page 6, column 1)




Obituary

It is with deep regret that this edi-
tor must report that our good friend and
IHSBHS member Charles L. “Chuck”
Wohlford passed away on Friday morn-
ing (September 22, 2000) at Hunting-
ton Memorial Hospital.

Chuck was the 1998 Huntington
Herald-Press “Citizen of the Year” and
was the driving force behind the devel-
opment of the Forks of the Wabash His-
torical Park. He served for many years
as statistician for Huntington North
High School athletic teams.

A 1946 graduate of Roanoke High
School, Chuck coached and taught at
schools in the Huntington area from
1950 until his retirement in 1993,

My first contact with Chuck came
when he purchased “Where In The
World”, my book on high school con-
solidations. Tn it, he obviously read my
plea for nicknames of the smaller
schools that had been consumed by
school reorganization. It wasn’t too
long, thereafter, that I received from him
the entire list of all Huntington County
school monikers along with cach team’s
colors.

I, some years later, met in person
our friend and his wife Evalyn at the Hall
of Fame, where Joe Quigley and T had
arranged a meeting - the one that even-
nlx_ally led to the THSBHS becoming re-
ality. :

Our last contact came coincidently
at an auction I attended in Huntington,
approximately three years ago. He was
the same friendly guy I had aIwaﬁs
known and if anything was wrong at the
time it was not apparent fo.me. . -

* Because, in all probability, the ma-
jority of THSBHS ‘members were un-
aware of Charles Wohlford’s passing, in
time to attend the funeral or-make visi-

tation, I wish personally on behalf of the -

membership fo’ éxtended our sincere
- condolences’ to Evalyn and son, Eric.
I would.also-Iig-to thank Bob
Adams for making us aware,

 Harley, Sheets, Editor

A Student’s Respect
IHSBHS life member, Ann Miller
Carr sent the society a’$20/00 gift in
memory of Charles Wolilford who was
one of her teachers at Huntington North
High School.

Member Profile (Dean Kendall)

Dean has spent sometime in volun-
teer work, Years ago he served as Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors of the
Marion County Muscular Dystrophy
Foundation (later became the Indjana
Muscular Dystrophy Foundation) - no
connection to the Jerry Lewis organiza-
tion. In 1980 he servggon the 30 person,
Billy Graham Crusade, exccutive comrmit-
tee.

For the past 10 years, he and his wife,
Lorraine, have served as volunteers at the
Riley Children’s Hospital where they play
with the kids every Tuesday - with the
preschoolers in the moming and the school
age in the afternoon. He served 4 years
on the board for Cheer Guild (volunteers
at Riley) and four years as its treasurer.

For 4 years gc produced wooden
ducks with rubber feet, that when push
on hard surfaces make a funny noise.
These were sold at the Riley gift shop and
the nearly $4,000 that was generated from
their sales was donated to the Cheer Guild.

He and his wife were jointly awarded
the Max Award at Riley in 1995 as out-
standing volunteers. The award was

-named for the first and long tine volun-

teer coordinator, Maxine Mingle. Dean,
sadly laments at this honor being discon-
tinued by Methodist Hospital, who is now
running things since a recent merger
[shame on you Methodist].

Mr. Kendall now serves on the Board
of the Pimento School, Inc., a small nan-
profit organization that is attempting to
preserve his old high school building and
turn it into a community center. He is
currently involved with preparing:an ap-

 plication to get the structure accepted as
-anofficial historic landmark, which would

then be more likely to get grants to prop-

- erly restore it to its heyday.

- Inhis spare time, over the last several
years, he has published three books, the

‘latest being the 630 page Wabash Valley

High School Basketball Tourney, a corn-
pléte history of that great mid-season event
that lasted 57 years and which is this year
being revived by Gary Fears and Pizza
Hut as the Wabash Valley Classic.

For the past 10 years he has made and
given away over 5,000 games of which
4,000 have goue to the Perry Twp. Vol-
untary Services, which takes care of about
100 poor families every year at Xmas

-time, Thisincludes a number of inner city

See Profile ( page 5, column 2)
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New Members
Lloyd Bateman

715 W. 2ud Strect
Bicknell, IN 47512
Plainville <58

Tenry Condre
3436 Carlton Cowrt
Speedway, IN 46224

(317)247-0195

Indpis. Northwest ‘66

Crawfordsville Library
Local History Room
222 S. Washington St.
Crawfordsville, IN 47933

Chff Dickman
229 S, 23rd Street .
Richmond, IN 47374
(765)966-5801
Webster ‘48
Claude Faulkner (renewal)
1833 Cunningham Road
Speedway, IN 46224
5317) 41-5603
Indpls. Washington <67

Martha Hopkins
6717 State Road 227 North
Richmond, IN 47374

Dan Hutton (Life)
2009 Mustang Drive
LaPorte, IN 46350
(219)326-8306
Garrett 57

Vermon Redd
1124 Boyer Street
Richmond, IN 47374
(765)939-8455
Union County ‘94

Bob White
9955 Siate Road 227
Fountain City, IN 47341
(765)847-2159
Whitewater ‘48

From Regular To Life Member
Doug Bradley
Ann Miller Carr
Bob King
Mike McCormick

Don Stuart

Answers To IHSBHS Quiz
. Ll.) Anderson (2) Petersburg (3)
Michigan City g) Otter Creek (5) Jas-
er (6) Terre Haute Gerstmeyer {7
erre Haute Wiley & Ft. ayne
Concordia (8) Max garey. _




Notes To The Fditor

From Leigh Evans:

I made copies of all of the newslet-
ters and really enjoyed getting caught
up on all of them,

I look forward to my association
with this fantastic group,

From Patrick Bishop: ‘
Keep up the good work. I appreci-
ate it. Give me a buzz somefime.

Bob Whalen:
Margaret is reading the newsletter
and says it is your best one so far.

From Bob Whalen:
Thave had FOUR complaints on Pay
Dues (or else),

The following from Dean Kendall
is in reply to Bob Whalen’s thoughts
on member Mike McCormick’s histori-
cal qualifications in the Fall 2000 jssue
of Boxscore,

I was embarrassed for Mike
- McCormick in your note criticizing
Mike’s reputation as the number one
sports historian in Vigo County. If it
would be possible for you fo go to Vigo
County, and talk fo the Terre Haute
Sports reporters who rely on Mike's

expertise, I think you would find them

i agreement, that Mike is the person
they contact if they have a question not
only in sports, but also, in many other
subjécts. e
“Mike writes a weekend column-for
‘the Terre Haute Tribune called “Histori-
cal Perspectives”, which is circulated
through-out the Wabash Valley, which
includes Indiana as well as Illinois.

I have tried for years to have him
write a book, but he is so busy it would
not be possible for him at this time,

Bab, if by chance you could travel
to Terre Haute and meet Mike, not only
would you talk to a very knowledge-
able person, but one great and humble
guy.--Something this world rieeds: more
of.. ' -

”Next .Meetin.g - December 30, 2000
(see enclosed insert)
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I think it would be to your advan-
tage to occasionally leave Montgomery
County and learn more about the world
around youl

Profile (continued from p. 4)

kids, who are bussed into the township
schools.

Dean’s favorite foods are ice cream
and homemade meatloaf. His favorite
sports figure is Satchel Paige, who he got
to see pitch while a kid growing up near
Terre Haute. Dean says, “ That  when
“Sateh” threw the ball, all you could see
was a white streak”, He says his favorite
radio personality is Rush something or
other. Being the editor, and knowing the
contention this might bring from some
members, I just couldn’t bring myself to
publish his last name.

The very positive information that fol-
lows is from his newsletter - “The Cheer-
Up News”, published monthly, with per-
ruission from the pastor for his church.
Undemeath the title appears this subhead-
ing. Not copyrighted, If there is good here
we want to share it.

Well, Halloween is past and now we
look forward to Thanksgiving. If I only
had the leaves chopped up. With 12 big
maple trees we manage to have several
leaves, plus the oak tree across the street
that since the guy doesn’t rake them, a lot
of them blow over into our front yard. Oh
well, sometime soon snow will cover the

ground and one won'’t be able to see the

leaves. ="

-+ Before this month is over, I rieed to
finish the rest of my homemade games for

the Perry Twp. Voluntary Services. The
lady (Gladys Hughes) who handies this
project is referred fo as Mrs, Santa Claus,
The first week of December she staris
scheduling the mothers to come to her
house'and select the things needed, Mirs.
Hughes provides the wrapping paper,
etc....

Hey! I can tell that this is going to be
a better winter ‘cause General Knight no
longer.is a part of 1.U. basketballlll It
was long overdue, but those in charge
finally managed to get pasthim. Look for
g0od things to begin to happen with the
basketball team. The players can begin
to have fun again. _

Ed. note: And this from an I.U. fan!

Address Changes
Phil White
2921 Soutar Drive
Bloomington, TN 47403

Bob Kin
1153 Camelback Bivd.
West Lafayette, IN 47906

Patrick Bishop
P. O. Box 64
Churubusco, IN 46723-0064
Home: (219)693-2015
Work: (219)267-6826
Email:squirebishop@aol.com

Dave Schelihase
3091 22nd Strect

Fargo, ND 58100

. BOARD ELECTION

President-elect, Roger Frank Robison
wants to remind the IHE_BHS metnbership
that there will be an election of board mem-
bers at the Spring meeting (most likely the
day of the state tommmen?l. Any member
wishing to run for one of © SIX openings
should send their request to him.

He wants those gpplirmg to know that
there will be travel jnyolve and that you
ate ¢xpected to make the meetings if af all
possible. . ‘

Meetings are in most wnstances sched-
uled for some place in or near Indianapolis
50 as to make it equally convenient for all.

we1¢ are under normal circumstances four
board meetings peryear, marny prior to regu-
lar meetings which does save on travel,

Roger would also like onr readers to
know that he has copies of the IHSBHS
bylaws, recently amended. Any member
wishing a copy may send a self addressed,
stamped entvelope to him at 2422 E. Rechter

d., Bloomington, IN 47401 or if dzou wish
fo contact him about running for the board
his Email address is
Hotd%g@compuserve.-com.

- Editor’s note: On behalf of the mem-
betship and as cofounder.] want to. thank
Roger & his wife Tiiu for all of the dlllrgent
work they put in, in revising the bylaws
which were a bit ambiguous 1 places,

~ Halielujah )

. There has been much apprehension and
discussion as to whether someone would
take ou the reszouslbihty of coutmumE
Dayid Pert’s, Indiana Basketball Handboo
which has been published since 1968,

§ 3.\vas conversing with my neighbor
and THSBHS life mem er, Don Stuart, he
told e that John Marlowe and THSBHS
member Rocky Kenworthy, had indeed, ful-
filled that void. )

I called Rocky and confirmed it. He
told me that T could get one in my home-
town, Lebanon, I got miae and was ecstatic,
thanks to Rocky and Jolwl! 1! Tdon’t know
Johu[z'et but agé_r scamun&/ﬂl‘e booklet Johr
and ocky,certamly are WORTHY!!

Ifanyone waats the booklet and doesn’t
know were to get one, you can Email Rocky-
vols@indy.nef or call (317)539-6823,
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( Trout - Continued from Page 3)

Reminiscing

While enjoying my popcom during
the finish of the IV game and other pro-
ceedings, my thoughts digressed to the
gym’s inception as brought out by Don
Schnake in his book, “Trout - The Old
Man and the Orphans”. The following
paragraphs from page 23 describe my
musings,

The gym a facility of beauty, hosted
its first game in 1938, Christened
“Trout Gymnasium” and built for bas-
ketball, it drips with character. No ster-
ile, all purpose building with stages and
rollaway bleachers, its 2,800 intimate
seats embrace the playing floor. Three
~ rows of comfortable theater-type chair

seatls - complete with armn vests - graced
both sides of the court.

_In the ‘405 and ‘50s, they not only
offered a great view of the action, but
served as status symbols as well, These
prestigious vantage points, covefted by
every fan in fown, seemed to be occu-
pied every season by the same elite
members of the community. Common
Jans, with no hope ever for a chair seat,
shrugged it off and blamed it on poli-
tics. Suits, ties and fashionable dresses
were the norm, particularly in these de-
luxe seats. Other than church services,
opportunities to dress up, feel good and
be noticed didn t happen all that ofien.
Centralia basketball provided exciting
‘recreation, distinctive social interaction

*and nightly fashion shows.

It's easy for me to relate to this com-
mentary, having gone through high
schooliin the *50s which is included in

the years tabbed the “Golden Age” of
high school basketball.

Thanksgiving in my hometown was
a festive occasion, a time when people
returned to their roots and were reunited
with family, friends, former classmates
and other.old acquaintances. This was
atime -of meditation, a time to think
about the fact that although one had
gone out inito the tough old world, there
was always a haven of familiarity, a sanc-

&

tuary that one could return too, were
you knew you belonged.

It was also the beginning of basket-
ball season and the ballgame was the

main event. The gym became the so-

cial center where greetings, jokes and
hugs were exchanged, where acquain-
tances were renewed.

I only mention these facts for this
reason. Perhaps the ambience in my In-
diana high school gym did not ascend
to the degree that it did in Centralia, but
there did indeed exist there, and I’ m sure
in the majority of other Indiana gyms,
this festive and joyful atmosphere. It is
hard to relate to those who have never
experienced this past phenomena, this
feeling of camaraderie. The best de-
scription I can come up with is, that one
had a secure feeling of being a part of
your community and because of this you
were involved in something special that
was much bigger than yourself, but did
not realize at the time how special it was.

The Game

The -game was exciting with
Centralia edging their arch-rivals, Mt
Vemon by 3 points, thus adding another
victory to the Orphans’ already mag-
nanimous win total. However, the game
did not hold much meaning for me when
compared to just being present in this
antiquated edifice replete with all of the
trimming of game night-a high school
basketball lover’s delight.

Guy That Knows

The next day I was able to locate
Bill Niepoetter who had -covered Or-
phan basketball for the Centralia Senti-
nel during the “Trout Era”. He gra-
ciously invited me into his home were
we had an enlightening chat. But to my
chagrin, he informed me that the old
shrine might soon meet its maker, Fol-
lowing are some of his updates and rec-
ollections on Trout Gymnasium, taken
from an article he gave to me, written
under the heading of “Niep’s Notes”

~ Next month voters will go to the
polls {by now the results are known] to
decide whether Centralia should have
a new gym. Before thai election date it

will be a hotly contested issue and not
Just because of the estimated
$5,000,000 cost.

Trout Gym has been an institution
and when constructed six decades ago
was considered a “state of the ar”
building. Most fans from the area hav,
thought of it as indestruciible. '

{ had the pleasure of covering ap-
proximately 1,000 games over the
course of 30 years. It was something
1o walch visiting players step into this
Place and looking around as if Trout
Gymwas “hallowed” ground, So many
great athletes have competed in the
building, and not just from Centralia
Johnny “Red” Kerr: Archie Dees, a host
of Benton standouts, along with
Collinsville 5, Bethel, Bogle and Bone.

The trend today is to build bigger
and better facilities, which most of the
surrounding schools have done. The
trouble with getting older is that we tend

fo think of the past as perfect. Itwasn?,

nor was the Trowt Gym. Neither will
the proposed new facility be.

I remember when Trout Gym had
those steel beams holding up the ceil-
ing. They did the job but made waich-
ing the gare for many a real problem.
The school came up with aninnovative
idea to replace those beams by asseni-
bling a structure atop the roof to hold
up the ceiling. It worked but it was in
all honesty an eyesore, but basketball
fans, especially die-hard old-timers,
never wminded the eyesore as long as
they could watch the game unob-
structed.

Through the years a few rows of
chair seats became many rows of chair
seats for the comfort of the fans. How
comfortable those seats are depends on
the size of the fan. They, at least, have
a back 1o lean against which is better
than the old bleacher seats.

A Legend In His Time
This monument of basketball has
been around a long time. How much
longer is not certain. The absolutes are



One Hit Wonders
(Freelandville)
By Hugh Schaeffer

The Freelandville “Fighting Dutch-
men” played in sectionals from 1918
through 1963, but it -wasn’t until 1941
that true success was accomplished.
Let’s take a look back in time at this
truly great season.

In 1940-41 the future did indeed
look bright as Freelandville returned
three full-time starters and some good
subs from the previous year,

The “Dutch” won their first five
games before suffering their first defeat
at the hands of an excellent Iyons quin-
tet by three points. Then came six more
victories, to make them 11-1 going into
the prestigious Wabash Valley Tourna-
ment. In their first contest at Bicknell’s
new gymnasium they were eliminated,
on a last second shot by Bruceville a
team they had previously beaten by four
points,

This loss evidently had a negative
affect on the “Fighting Dutchmen” as
they won but one more game prior to
the sectional which was to be played at
the Vincennes Coliseum. Their record
now stood at 12-6,

There was not a lot of optimism in
the small Knox County community of
600 people when the sectional patrings
were released. Besides ending the regu-
lar season with four straight losses the
“Dutch” had drawn the host, Vincennes
“Alices” in the first.game.. To beat the
“Alices” seemed like a monumental task
at’ time, :b;
Vincennes had not lost:a sectional since
1920. They had won 76. consecutive
sectional games and had never lost.a
sectional game on the coliseum floor.
To make matters seem even worse, the
“Alices” had never lost a first game in
any sectional tournament. The situa-
tion seemed somewhat bleak

However, the game was played and
what a game it was! Both teams played
exceptional basketball -with the little

school from Widner Township. holding

a slim lead most of the'way, ‘which in-

cluded a'1- point advantage entering the

final period. Freelandville’s Jimmy

Ritterskamp took charge late in the

game scoring 7 of his team’s [ast 9 points
€

or.the following, ..

-game by scoring

ensuring the upset to end all upsets as
far as Knox County was concerned,
Vincennes had been beaten, 35-34.
Ritterskamp led with 13 points and
Ronald Brown finished with 10,

Freelandville fans were truly ecstatic

over their team’s accomplishment. This
was the first time that any Knox County
team had ever beaten Vincennes Lincoln
in sectional play, but this victory celebra-
tion had to be put on hold, because the
“Dutch” had to return to the court to
face Sanbom in a few hours,
So with new found confidence Sandborn
was easily beaten 46-28. The follow-
ing Saturday afternoon, another game
loomed big for Freelandville, Their
opponent was the Bruceville
Hilltoppers, who in three regular sea-
son games had administered two defeats
to the “Fighting Dutchmen”.

In this game Freelandville lead by
three points at the end of three quarters
and won this very tough battle 23-17,

The championship opponent was the
Monroe City Blue Jeans. These two
teams had not played in the regular sea-
son. The “Dutch” led by a single point
at half time, 20-19, but a super second
half turned a close game into a rout, with
the “Fighting Dutchmen” running away
with a 53-27 victory. Ritterskamp again
led the scoring witli 17 points, followed
by George Jones with 14 and Brown
with 11.

After being awarded the tourney
basketball and cutting down the nets the
team returned home to a wild celebra-
tion. The team was met two miles out-
side of town and given a ride into the

center of Freelandville where a huge bon
- fire was burning at the intersection of

two state highways. It was said by many

present that close to 1000 people were

on hand fo greet the new champions.
At the regional, Freelandville with

an enrollment of 57 boys was the small-

est school. Winslow (20-3) who had de-
feated Jasper and Huntingburg to win a
sectional title was ifs first opponent.
Trailing by 8 points (32-40) early in the
fourth quarter, the “Dutch” finished the
14 unanswered points
to pull off another surprising victory
(47-45).

In the title match that evening this
small school faced a daunting task. Their
foe was the host, Washington Hatchets,

coached by future Half of Famer, Marion

 Peger

Crawley. The “Hatchets” were fourth
ranked in the state. Freelandville early
on shocked the packed house, leading
12-10 after one quarter and led by one
mid way in the third. But the littlo
school’s dream came to an end, as the
soon to be crowned state champions
won out, 54-43,

Freelandville was coached by Oscar
Finke, a Freelandville grad, who went
on to win a sectional and regional at
Mooresville in 1944, This was the only
sectional that Mooresville had won ir
the first 54 years of the state tourna-
ment and their only regional in the first
65 years of participation.

Other players, not already mention,
on this feisty team from Freelandville
were: Paul Bergman, Charles Bob
Clinkenbeard, Fred Hagemeier, Robert
Jones, Herman Pepmeier, James Wagner
and James Watson.

------------------ The End-me-eecmmaeeeo.

Trout (Continued from Page 6)

that Arthur L. Trout came from his be-
loved Indiana to Hlinois; succeeded in
his profession, in all probability, far be-
youd his own expectations; and his al-
most insurmountable accomplishments
in his field of expertise is legend. Should
Centralia High School get the go ahead
to build a new facility, it may replace
Trout Gym, but that will never extin-
guish the history, lore and tradition gen-
erated by this unique edifice, con-
sfructed to honor Arthur Trout and his
“Orphans of the Storm”.

Shortly, after returning from this
trip, T journeyed to Mr. Trout’s home-
town - Bruceville, Indiana. Went o the

. graveyard and paid my respects.

============The End=——s=—er—e

For anyone iaterested in reading more
about M. Trout, the book entitled “Trout - The
Old Man & The Orphans” by Don Schnake
can be purchased from Richview Press, P. Q.
Box 92174, Elk Grove Village, IL. 60009 -
2174, Fax: (847)952-8095, Telephone:
(847)437-3417.

Cost: $11.95+2.50 { book for shipping &
handling.. Illinois residents add 8% sales tax.
Make check payable to Richview Press,

More about Arthur Trout appears in the
Winter 1997 (p. 5) & Fall 1999 (p.7, top of
column 2) editions of Boxscore.




"Joo Quigley Remembered

With Thanksgiving just
past and the Christmas Holi-
days nearing, I have found my- /
self thinking of our good friend

MERRY CHRISTHMAS \

and cofounder Arthur Joseph \\'\'/// I'm writing this note to reming
“Huck™ Quigley, Jr. There is =S = that i you _

nothing much that any of us can YOS ab Lnflation has taken away,
say about this “Good Joe” that /| \ The thl"ggsgﬁzga{ hdld most
hasn't already been said. All HONEY IS SCARCE My workshop, My reindeer, My

of us that got to know him be- ’ slelgh

fore he went to a better place, TIMES ARE lARD Now I'm ggﬁigg my rounds on a
will attest to this fact. He had HERE'S YOUR DARNED lte*s old, He's crippled, lo's
a friendly and extroverted de- ) slow.

meanor and was fun to be ORD CHRISTHAS CARDI - S0 you'll know if I .don't see

, you at Christmas,
around. I remember the time That I'm out on my ASS in the

that I was going to see a SNowl 1y
Dixieland band and invited him
to go along. We had a good
time and he made it even bet-
ter because he seemed to en-
joy it more than I did, if that
was possible, John Ockotmon j
can testify fo that. When Joe
and 1 reached our destination, which was near his home we phoned John and invited him to Jjoin us,

So in the happy spirit of the holidays I would like to share with all of you IHSBHS members out there, the first
Christmas card (homemade) that I received from our buddy, Joe. I know that some of you have, in the past, received a
copy from me, but.its well worth reprinting at this time, in my opinion.. HBS.,

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND {IAPPY NEW YEAR!
LOVE,

. SANTA CLAUS

'SEASON’S GREETINGS!



