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_ Upcoming Meeting

A meeting has been arranged for Paris, linois, on July
12, 2003. 1t will be held at the American Legion Post 211
(1031 N. Main Street). A luncheon, buffet wili be served

beforé the meciing,

N

Schedule

Noon - 1:00  Luricheon buffet-$6.00/person (see below)
1:00 - 1:30  Business meeting
1:30 -3:30  Speaker Eresentations (see page 3)
3:30 Tour of Emie Eveland Arena
6:00 Dinner at

Rod and Gun (optional)

| Legion

After entering Paris, lllinois, find Main Streget (Hwy.#1).

e Legion is approximately 1/2 mile nortl: of the coy 10use
and across from the Edgar County 4-XI Grounds. Look for
an early jet fighter plane out front in Street runs one-
way north on the east side of courthouse and Central runs
orie-way south on the west side of the courthouse, North of
Eltiott Street, Main Street becomes a two-way thoroughfare.

_ —

Buffet Menu

Directions to the Pavis American

Texas Style Beef Brisket or Tenderloin
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy
Baked Beans
Cole Slaw
Rolls
Iced Tea and Lemonade

© $6.00 per person

~ I'think it has possibilitics. I thisk a summer meetin

Notes and Quotes

From cofounder Joe Quigleg"s sister, Patricia:
oe_would be very proud,  Tim [Joe’s son
Georgia gal. %ranpeeu {Joe’s daughiter
a bay) Joshua, Rebecca is 2.5. Sure wish he
el

got married to a
Just had a second
was here to eajoy

From member Scott Johasoa of the Ilinois High School
Association: . .
. Many apologies for the tardy reply to your ce note. Ie’s been
a little hectic for the last couple of months, orgamziqg'lhe Hebron
reution and ceremony in Peoria and mounting an exhibit there. It’s
all done now, and I feel like I can finally take time to conlpose a
regular letler, '
We knew the story of Hebron, “our Milan,” would be 4 good
story, but would people still remember it? Well, so fac through
irect mail and signings we’ ve sold over 4,200 bogks in three pionths,
Ounce it gets into bookstores - we'va been holding out against tle
huge cuts the wholesalers take, but finally gave in - 1 think it will be
a winger for many years to come, o . L
Regarding the idea of comb ung Hlinois and Indiana historians,
L  would be the
best time to introduce the concept to any IUlinofs historians who
might want to come, and woul 8ive us some lead time, too. Would

a sife in western Indiana be possible?  Think about it and Jet me

ow.

I hope you enjoy the book, and if it passes muster [ hope you’l(

let others know a{mut it. Tn fact, the combination of books ‘about
Hebron, Milan and Cuba, Kentucky would make anexcellent frilogy,
don’t you think? (Ed. note: Brewers, Keutucky could also fit in
nicely (see Boxscare - Spring 200! - page 4 - Three Little Giants ).

From life member Ann Miller Care: )
Please note change of address. | love geiting the nowsletter,

A Reminder
Dues are to be renewed by July 1. Some members renew cvery
3 years others every 2 years. Note year on address label for your
renewal date, Lig and associate {(honorary) members have no
renewal dates.
This issue of Boxscare has been sent to some tardy members as
a friendly reminder, ] ,
Dues should be seut o Roger Robison (see publisher’s box on

page 4).

e
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Ferns (Gf Fhee Prst Ly oty Fhonts
illettsville And Edgewood

Forgotten Recollections

At the age of 68, remembering things
i a problem. Off times, when descend-
1 the stdirs at home, [ have forgotten my
urpose upon reaching the bottom,

In a letter from R. Robison, was a
ewspaper clipping from the Bloomington
lerald-Telephone (March 6, 2003 - page
B) recalling Edgewood High School’s
tst sectional championship.

While reading it, I recollected that I
ad seen this team play in the 1993 re-
'onal at Hulman Arena in Terre Haute.
imultaneously, the cerebellum, cere-
um, medulla oblongata or whatever part
T the brain it is that re-energizes past
rents really started kicking in, making
her dormant memories issue forth. §))
tie hotdogs at Hulman had been the best
had consumed, with the exception of
tiggs Stadium (later Tiger Stadium) in
etroit; (2) I had met B. Michael

¢Cormick for the first time and he had
1sses to the hospitality room, where we
unched ou goodies between games: 3)
1 energetic but well behaved Edgewood
0s, had seemed more like a family than
xuly fans. After all, it was the first re-
ynal in school history and (4) I recalled
i one of the Edgewood starters had been
ite anitnated - a cheerleader on the floor
though he had seemed, to me, a bit
ky, the crowd had foved him and he, by
means, had been a siacker,

There is more to tell about Edgewood,

t my gray matter is emitting signals
'm another era over 50 years in the past.
A Talk With Tom

About a year ago, I was in Cloverdale

arainy day. I bad previously acquired

ormation that Hall of Famer Tom

Idsberry lived nearby. I reached hitn by
e and got an invitation to his howme,
After graduating from Greencastle
131) and Central Normal-Danville, In-
na, in 1935, he had come back to
sencastle, as coach of the Tiger Cubs
1947-48 and was on my high school’s
edule during my two year tenure as a
ranon Tiger in 1953 and 1954,

In between, he made head coaching
ps at-Millersburg (Warrick Co.),
wville, Bridgeton and Ellettsville, He
1 his first sectional at Bridgeton in
4, but his most notable accomplish-
wwas at Ellettsville in 1947
Coincidentally, EHS and Stinesville

&

formed Edgewood in 1964-65.

During our talkfest many names and
events were resurrected from Mr,
Goldsberry’s mental archives. The one
that really grabbed my attention, was of
Ellettsville’s Ed Hudson, whom I had
never heard of.  Of course, I was just
tuming twelve in March of 1947 when
the Ed Hudson show hit the state tour-
nament teail, .
Golden Eagles Reign In Martinsville

Ellettsville’s state tournament led-

ger shows them winning sectionals in -

1947, 1950 (also won only regional),
1952 and 1961. However, the Eagles’
talons were most likely the sharpest in
1947. That year at the Martinsville sec-
tional, the Eagles easily deposed of
Eminence and Bloomington University
in their first two encounters. The third
victim was Bloomington High (42-36),
who had survived Mooresville by two
and Ellettsville’s soul-mate, Stinesville,
by one poiat after a Stinesville player
missed two free throws with three sec-
onds remaining,

The championship game pitted the
Eagles against the host Martinsville
Aurtesians, who, like Bloomington had
survived by one point in a win over

Monrovia in their initial contest. .

Elletsville led all the way in claiming a
45-36 win, but the Golden Eagles would
soar higher in the upcoming regional
verses Terre Haute Garfield and its 6-
foot-9 giant, Clyde Lovellette.

In a previous Boxscore (Fall-1999,
page 6) in an article entitled Racism In
Indiana, Part I, a synopsis of the 1947
regular season meeting and the state
championship bout between Garficld
and the-Shelbyville Golden Bears was
published.

This article is reprinted in this issue
(see page 7) for those newer members
who didn’t get to read it and for older
members who may have forgotten. A
second reason for this repeat is to show
what a worthy adversary the 1947
Ellettsville Golden Eagles had to be.
After all, Garfield was the consensus
choice to become Indiana’s first unde-
feated state champions.

Miners, Apple Boys

And Two Flocks Of Kagles

The Ellettsville Golden Ragles, like
the Edgewood Mustangs in ‘93, after
overcoming major obstructions in their
respective sectionals, had greater
heights to ascend if they where to

obtain a regional crown. A small hamiet iy,
west central Clay County would be theiy
first opponent. Coached by Richard
Oglesby, the Cory Apple Boys, like
Ellettsville, had won their first sectional,

After Gaifield took out the defending
regional champion Linton Miners (48-36);
the Apple Boys proved to be a formidabla
foe. Ellettsville prevailed by one point in
hair raiser, when starting guard Kenneth
Ray stepped to the line and nailed two fiee
throws with seven seconds remaining,

With Garfield having played the fiest
game, which gave them more rest, a string
of 28 straight victories and “Big Clyde”,
(sec Boxscore-Fall 1998, page 5, entitled
“Down In The Valley” by David Lee
Compton), Willard Kehit’s Purple Eagles
scemed almost a clear cut cinch to claim
the regional crown. They had also played a
much  tougher and more competitive regu-
lar season schedule, Elfettsville, on the other
hand, had been extended to its fullest by
little Cory.

However, the facts on the surface were
somewhat deceiving. The Golden Eagles
were superior to the Apple Boys. Why?

The Cory aggregation was not a fluke
which had gotten to the regional by acci-
dent. They were indeed a worthy apponeat,
according (o this piece on the sports page
of the Bloomington World-Telephone
(March 10,1947) by Grady Bennett. There
it states, “Cory.was the smallest team [also
in enrollment] in the tournament and prob-
ably the most highly skilled. Cory had to
be highly skilled to compensate for its size
disadvantage.” At the same time the Apple
Boys did catch a break. The colurn goes
on, “Ellettsville’s Ed Hudson {undoubtedly
the Eagles’ best player] sick from a severe
cold, influenza or whatever, didn’t enter the
gaie until late in the third quarter, His ill-
ness had taken away some of his strer{gt!g
but his lion-like fighting courage remained
intact.” o

In describing Ellettsville’s nail-biting
victory, Dale Burgess of the Associated
Press has this to say. “Ed Hudson, on the
EHS sidelines because of illness, was
rushed into the scrap late in the third stanza,
that ended 25-20 1 favor of Cory. With
Hudson back, the Eagles pulled themselves
together for a one point triumph at the ex-
pense of the hot-hitting and fleet-moving
CHS crew.” Goldsberry and his crew now
faced the ultimate test in the #1 rated Purple
Eagles.

Continued on page 4 - see E and E
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Attucks And DuSable
By Harley Sheets

In what is called “The Golden Age
of Basketball”, two high school teams
from neighboring states fought against
tremendous odds for a fair shake and a
measure of respect in trying to level the
playing field for all of their contempo-
raries. Cue succeeded, the other did not.

In the Indianapolis Star sports sec-
tion on February 22, 2003, page D- L, an
article entitled, “Baskeball v Black ITis.-
tory Lessons Live On (Crispus Attucks,
linois DuSabile Teams Knew Pride,
Pain), " recalls some of this past history.
The article on pages 7 and 8 of this news-
letter also gives some insight,

A baok by Ira Berkow, published in
1978, entitled The Greatest, Blackest,
Saddest Team From The Meanest Streey
{n Chicago told

most of the 1954
DuSable story, and what a tragic tale is
wasl

But They Can't Beat Us: Oscar
Robertson and The Crispus Attucks Ti-
gers, writtent in 1999 by Purdye Univer-
sity history professor, Randy Raoberts,
tells of the successful achievements of
Attucks and how they finished vwhat
DuSable wasn’t able to,

Burmed iato George Smith’s psyche
from almost 50 years ago is a case he
aud many others, especially blacks from
the south side of Chicago, cousider bas-
ketball larceny.

Smith, current director of the NCAA
Hall of Champious in downtown India-
napolis created an exhibit, “The Tale Of
Two Cities,” chronicling these two his-
toric teams. The exhibit was displayed
from February 22 to April 27. A pro-
gram featuring coaches and players from
both teams ‘was beld on the first day.
Other goodies included personal recol-
lections ‘and films, .one of which is the
2002 Altucks 'documentmy Something
To Cheer About. A dramatic screenplay
with the same title js planned for shoot-
ing this summer.

In the article, Smith £0ocs on fo say
that he has been unable to find film of
the DuSable - Mt. Veruon game that in-
studed the especially controversial final
our minutes, DuSable coach Jim Brownt
Gary Froebel graduate and DuSable
‘oach at the time) says that for years he

as tried to locaté the video, buf las ran
o a “stone wall” with the Ilinois High
chool Association. Tina Brown, who
vordinates video for the IHSA, has said
¢ association doesn’t have a copy of
© game. The outside company used

a
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for association video productions isn’t sure
if it can locate a complete copy either,

The controversy £oes on and as time
goes by, these past epic events will con-
finue to prow in stature and lore,

[ike the way Dale Ogdea (History Cu-
rator of the Indiana State Museum) de-
scribes this overemphasis i his book Hoo-
Sier Sports Heroes, “Human beings have
anatural tendency to remember great events
and great people as even more magnificent
than they might truly have been!™

I'm sure we can aij relate fo this astute
insight of the human character. T know I
can. How many times have we fallen prey
to the urge to embellish 4 story to make 1t
worth listening to or to make it more inter-
esting? .

I personally have read the DuSable
book, and many of the facts have becn sub-
stantiated and perhaps some cxaggerated.
The true common thread is that DuSable
and Attucks were GREAT teams and both
deserve all the accolades sent their way.

In the {lfinois High School Basketbail
Hale of Fame, eqtire teams are inducted as
well as individuals. And even though the
DuSable Panthers did not reach Shangri-
La as did Attucks, it was inducted into the
Mlinois Hall of Fague in 1974, the only sec-
oud place team accorded that honor. The
1954 Mt. Vernon team was inducted a few
years later,

Speaker Presentations

Larry Grahuga

The keynote speaker will be Larry
“Buddy” Graham. Larry was raised in and
around QOdon, Indiana, home town of Iran-
Conttra personality Admiral John
Poindexter, In 1959, little Odon High
School come within an eyelash of going to
the final four in the then Indiana one-class
‘state tournament, Lay was a key mem-
ber of this team, which was coached by an
Ermie Eveland protege, Floyd Henson

Larry will tell us about his high schaol
days at Odon, Floyd Henson and his high
schaol basketball coaching career in [I}-
nois,

Ncode Yohmson
Scott is with the Ilinois High School
Association (IHSA) and has been an hon-
oraty member of IHSBHS for a number of
years. He and his wife, through the aus-
pices of the IHSA, recently published a
book entitled Orce There Were Giants, The
ook is, in my opition, the most conipre-
he;‘miwlfc loiie ever on the his tory of any high
school.

The baok’s primary focus is o guide its
readers along the path that took the Hebron
High School {enrollment: 99) Green Gy
ants to the Illinois state title i 1952,

Ifthere was ever anythi g that was not

own about Illinoig high school basket-
bali, the reader will know it by the end. I
had atways wondered how a’team could
lose in the lilinais state tournament and still
continue to participate. This excellent read
explained it,

Scott will speak about the publishing
of the book and on Amos Alonzo Stage, a
contemporary of James Naismith af Spring-
field, Massachusetts. Stagg was the initial
athletic manager of the University of Chi-
cago when 1t wag opened in 1893 in
conjuction with the opening of the

Columbian Exposition.

b Roger Raohison
Roger will talk to us on the life and
career of the “Godfather of Indiana High
School Basketball”. Hoosier Ralgh Jones,
coachted first in Indiana before eing ap-
propriated by Hlinois.

A Synumﬁimu_ )
Following will be a short discussion on
Parisian icon Broest Eveland,
%
%

Information Board

.. For the next edition of Boxscore there

will possibly be another guest editor.

Bob Adams still has his record baok

of Indiana high schaol basketball (1911-

2000) on CD. Cost - $23.50 mcludes ship-

ing and handling). Call 260-724-3359 o
E-majl, UNLOCKS(@ USPPP.com,

Anyone, both Illinois and/or Indiana
eop!e?hawng books for sale should bring
gwm fo the Paris meeting. There will be a

table set up for this purpose.

In a previous Boxscore, it was noted
before the 2002 state tournament that megn-
et Basil Mawbey could become the first
Indiana high school basketbalf coach fo win
state ttles in both the one and multi-class
tournaments. ) . )
Last year, after his Lewis Cass Kings
wenl undefeated, they failed miserably
losing in the very first gbame of the sectional,
Fowever, Coach Mawbey must have taken
the 2002’ failure persona ly. This Phs af-
ter pulverizing all opposition in the regu-
lar season, his'Tewis-Cass team completed
unfinished business and presented him
with his new milestone.
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E and E - continued from page 2

EHS faltered badly, trailing 16-8, 33-
5, and 42-30 at the end of the first three
tops, but with Ed Hudson playing su-
remely at the center position, the game
ok on a different aura. Lovellette fouled
ut early in the fourth quarter, aad with
o minutes left, the Eagles had pulled to
ithin four at 43-47, Ellettsville went on
» score four more points, but Garfield
sored one point to post the victory, 48-
7.

The final stats show Hudson out scor-
ig Lovellette, 19-3, with Garfield’s Ron
fand (1947 Trester Award winner)
atching Hudson’s 19. Also taking up the
ack for Lovellette’s subpar game was
ordon Neff with 14, Neff would later
side Terre Haute South to three consecu-
ve final four appearances in 1977, 1978
ud 1979,

If Ellettsville had an “Achilles Heel,”
€ problem was addressed by Coach
oldsberry after the championship game
*the Martinsville sectional. When asked
yout his team’s performance, he com-
ented that he thought the boys did well,
xcept they missed a ot of foul shots.”
ms evolved once more verses Garfield.
oth teams made 17 field goals. EHS
ade but 13 of 31 free throws while GHS
ade 14 of 24,

Analysis And Speculation

In the process of researching this epic
gh school basketball occurrence, it was
ted that Ellettsville had lost one pame

BOXSCORE is published by the Indi-
mna High School Basketball Historical So-
siety (IHSBHS). The publication is not
wopyrighted. It may be copied in part or
whole for circulation throughout Indiana
o anyplace were Indiana high school bas-
(etba{Fis.enjoyed. Credit for information
g‘[cagied from BOXSCORE worltd be appre-
sated. :

Dues - $12 for 2 years, $17 for 3 years.
Jues include newsletters, a yearly member-
ihip roster and full membership with vot-
ng rights when in attendance at regular
ncetings.  All meetings are published
vithin &lacc-time—datc) and prior fo each
neeting.

Send dues to THSBHS (c/o Roger
lobison), 304 South Ninth Street,
J/incennes, IN 47591, Include name, ad-
lress, telephone number, school and year
f graduation. E-mail if you so desire.

Iaquiries; All inquiries or notification
ferror should be directed to Editor Harley
theets, 635 South State Road 39, Danville,
N 46122. E-mail: harleysheets@
ahoo.com. Phone: 317-745-6788,

unttl late in the season, then lost two of
their last three jousts, because of an in-
Jury to starting guard Tapp and an illness
to Hudson (probably the same malady
that continued to plague him in the tour-
nament}). My guess is that Coach
Goldsberry intentionally held Ed out of
the Cory game to save him for Garfield,
worrying that the illness would not per-
mit the exertion required for two games
in the same day.

Whatever the circumstances, Tom
Goldsberry’s Golden Eagles soared to
new heights and almost fanded at
“Heaven’s Door.” The Ellettsville news-
paper put it this way: “Elleitsville did not
win but scared the daylights out of the
top-rated team in the state.”

Edgewood Bombards Big Boys

As you will see, Edgewood (enroll-
ment 775) faced a daunting task, much
like its predecessor, Ellettsville, as it pre-
pared for the 1993 Bedford sectional.
‘Three schools had, by today’s standard,
4A enrollments - Bedford North
Lawrence (1725), Bloomington South
(1600) and Bloomington North (1327).
Compounding the situation was the fact
that EHS had lost to all three schools in
the regular season.

To make a long story short, the sud-
denly Mighty Mustangs methodically
mowed down all three in order - South
(58-30), BNL (58-48) and North (58-
38). How did this metamorphosis occur?

An article in the Bloomington Her-
ald-Times explains: Starting the season
at 7-6 was nothing to indicate a banner
season, but shortly thereafter, an
Edgewood cheerleader was killed in an
automobile accident. ‘Before this, “We
truly weren’t a team. We didn’t have
enough basketballs to go around. It took
almost a whole season for them to figure
this out. But after Lori’s death, the boys
pulled themselves together and every-
thing was for the team and Lori. Once
they all got on board, it was a thing of
beauty. Down the stretch we were on
automatic pilot, the best sequence of bas-
ketball I've ever had a team play,” said
coach Jeff Bertsch, who had enjoyed
nothing but winning seasons in his 10
year tenure at Edgewood. After the clos-
ing victory, the celebration on the floor
was nothing compared to what awaited
the tcam in Ellettsville. Shades of 1947.
But the season wasn’t over.

The Regional In Terre Haute

As [ ventured forth to the regional, I
had assumed that tickets would be avail-
able at the door, but was sorely mistaken.

Pagot |
However, [ was fortunate enough to pur-
chase a ducat from an Edgewood sup-
porter at the regular ﬁricc. I'had expected
fo pay a premuwum, but not so. Later, I
surmised that having an extra ticket, the
fellow just wanted to make sure that any-
one that made the effort to see his Mus-
tangs play should be able to do so.

I had really come to see little school
powerhouse White River Valley, coached
by the current coach at Franklin High
School, Dave Clark. And I'wasn’t disap-
pointed. But I also got to sec the Mighty
Mustangs eliminate #7 rated Terre Haute
North, another large school with an en-
rollment of 1550. -

The article previously mentioned, by
Lynn Houser, concludes this way: “We
beat four straight schools [much] bigger
than us and then got beat by a A school
[White River],” said Bertsch. “It was the
epitome of what the state fournament once
was“l’

Residents in and around Ellettsville
were entranced by their Mustangs with
the black bands in remembrance of Lo,
Just as they had been enchanted by the
Golden Eagles in 1947,

R — The End-----=-reresmaueen

Tenth Anniversary

On June 23, 1994 cofounders Joe
Quigley (deceased) and Harley Sheets ar-
ranged a meeting of basketball enthusiasts
who soon thereafter became the Indiana
High School Basketball Historical Society
(LHSBHS).

The 10th ananiversary falls on June 25,
2003. Here are some facts.

At the first meeting, held at the Hall
of Fame, nine people were present. Today,
the membership has grown o 125. This wil{
be the 28th newsletter published, the first
in the fall of 1996. Joe Quigley took charge
and did the first four. Whent “Huck” got
sick, Bob Adams took over and published
the next 10 issues, (Fall-’97 thru Winter-
’99). @have edited the Boxscore since the
Spring of 2000 (13 issues), except for the
previous edition, which was done by Roger
Rabison. )

For the last two years a membership
roster as been inserted into the fall news-
letter. Look for it in the next issue.

On July 29, 1997 cofounder Arthur
Joseph “Huck” Quigley, Jr. passed away.
I’'m sure that IHSBHS members, particu-
larly those who got to know Joe, would like
to tell the Quigley family how much we miss
him, and to thank them for the time we did
have with our friend. HBS.
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The Glenn High School
Farfeiture Incident Of 1950-51
Researched by Bill Ervin

Something’s Wron
In 1951, the Glenn High Echool Pi-
rates finished a storybook seasor with
asingle loss in the ficst ame of the semi-
state against Evansville Rietz, 46-56.
at loss completed a season 1 which
Glenn won 30 consecutive garnes, won
the Wabash Valley Toumamet, the sec-
tional and the rogtonal, finishing 30-1,
arecord rarely surpassed in Indiana high
school basketball. Members of the team
were Michael Dragon, Patrick Dragon,
Richard Richmond, Charlie Session,
Oscar Session, Clifford Phillips, William
Harley Gaston, Donald Wagle
and Harlen Killebrew [not Harmon)].
Sho:ﬂgr after the season was com-
pleted, there was trouble centered
around allegations that Charles Session,
the Picates” star cenfer, was overage.
Hers are excerpts from the records of
the investigation contained in the ar-
chives of the Indiana High School Ath-
letic Association (IHSAA).
For The Record
High school principals A.
Menestrina (West Terre Haute , Delbert
O. Chezem (Concannon), Fverett E
Watkins (Blackhawk), G. (. Lloyd (Ot-
tor Creek), Paul K. Turner ontanet),
Guy Stantz Gerstmeye? and Gerald A.
Hayworth ‘ayette), under date of May
22,1951, filed a lefter with the IHSAA.,
The letter was a request that the Board
of Contrel conduct an invest; ation fo
determine what should have een the
birth date of Charles Session for
interschool athletic purposes. Charles,
who was a student of Glenn High
School, participated in interschool affi-
letics for four years, 1947-5]. .
The Board voted to hold a special
raeeting on June 2, at 10:00 AM %CDT)
i1 Indianapolis for the [l)urpose ot hear-
lng any evidence which might be pre-
seated in the case. The comutissioner
was directed (o go to Terre Haute and
Wgo County fo examine all sources of
nlormation available regarding the
0y’s birth date; also to invite reFresem
atives of Glenn High School to be
'esent at the meeting fo be held on June
~ The Board of Coutrol adjourned to
leet again at9:30AM0nJuneZ, 1951,

H R Beabout, President
L. V. Phillips, Commissioner

OnJune 2, 195 L, the IHSAA Board
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of Contirol began an investigation into
the birth date of Charles Session, a mem-
ber of the Glenn High School basket-
ball team during the season of 1950-51.
Rumors and certain unofficial informa-
tion had come to the attention of the

AA during the latter parf of the bas-
ketball season, but no Investigation was
instituted because no official protest by
a member school had been iled. On
May 22, 1951 4 protest was filed by the
previously mentioned principals,

Principal George Bibich of Glenn
High School, Charles Deeter, trustee of
Lost Creek Township, Mrs. Fannie Ses-
ston {mother of Charles) and her attor-
ey Buena Chieney (brother-in.law of
Jack Williams) were present for the
hearing. CoachJack Wﬁ,liams, who was
vacationing in Florida, had also been
notified to appear at the meeting and a
wire was sent to him five days in ad-
vance. He, however, senf word that he
was 1ot able to return. A second ses.
sion was then scheduled for June 12 in
order fo give Coach Williars an oppor-
tunity to be heard by the Board.

As a result of the investigation, the
following evidence was obtained by the
IHSAA, from the following institutions
verifying the correct birth date for
Charles Session was Jul 2, 1930: (1
Kentucky Bureau of Vltaly Statistics, (2
Morganfield, Kentucky Schools, (3
Lincoln Elementary, Terre Haute, (4
Seventh and eight; grade record fron
Glenn Elementary School (these records
were reported lost from 1947 uniil May

31, and are now on file at the

AA),JS) The Selective Service O
fice of Vigo County informed the

AAonMay 29, [95 L, that they were
now mducting persons born in. 1930;
that they had inducted no one born af-
ter 1930; and that they had inducted
Chatles Session. This information was
also verified by the Jndiana Adjutant

neral’s Office. The Selective Service
Office further stated that Charles Ses-
Ston registered at the proper time and
was issued a registration card which he
was required to ¢ until induction.
Apparently he had this card on his per-
son almost three years prior to his i
duction and (6) The record in the Pub-
lic Health Nursing Association of Terre
Haute, :

. After it came to the attention of
Principal Bibich that a bicth certificate
existed for Charles Session, born in
Union County, Keatucky, on J uly 2,
1930, he filed a delayed birth cerfificate
issued in February, {950 by the Indiana
State Division of Vital Records on

aflidavitsigned by Mrs. Session....., The

sarng conttnued and in the presence
of the five members of the Board, Mr
Bibich, Mrs. Sessio Mr. Deeter and
Mr. Cheney all agree% that the evidence
on file established beyond any reason-
able doubt that the birth date of Charles
Session was July 2, 1930, and that he
was therefore ineligible for participation
in interschool athletics the entire school
year of 1950-51. The Board lpostponed
a final decision on the penalty to give
Coach Williams a second chance to be
heard. He appeared June 21, 1951 but
contributed very liitle to the investiga-
ton, Mr. Williams agreed that there is
no doubt the birth date is J uly 2, 1930,
and stated he believed My Bibich took
every action he could to find out the cor..
rect birth date.

At the beginning of the ninth grade
at Glenn, Charles® cumnulative record
showed that he was born on July 2,
1932, This dafe was certified to the
IHSAA on tourney entry blanks for the
years 1948 and 1949. Prior to the 1950
sectional basketball tourney, this date
was changed to July 2, 193 1, with a re-
quest from Principal Bibich that the
paor enfry blanks on file in the IFSAA
office be changed to show that date.
Principal Bibich said that sinice he was
hot principal at that time, he had no ex-
planation as to who was responstble for
the change in birth dates on the records
between Charles’ _completion of the
eighth grade and his earollment in the
ninth, .

Testimony revealed that, sometime
i April 1951, Mr. Bibich and Mr. Will-
tams had accompanied Charles to the
Selective Service Office where Charles

called for his record and both Mr Bibich

and Mr. Williams were shown that the
date was recorded as July 2, 1930.
1en asked why they did not report this
information to the IHSAA Board of
Control, Principal Bibich, Coach Will-
iams and Trustee Deeter indicated that
this was not done for fear of the serious
repercussions it might have in the school
and community.
The Decision
As a result of the evidence on file
and the testimony of the two hearings,
the Board of Control reached the fol.
lowing conclusions: (Sji) That when
uestions arose regarding the age of
gharles Sesston, Principal Bibich did pot
conduct a complete tnvestigation, but
stood on the delayed birth certificate

‘Cont. on page 6 - See Investigation
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scured on the affidavit of Mrs. Session in
ebruary, 1950; (2) That the faiture to make
proper investigation was due to pressure
ithin the school and community and the
ar of serious reaction against him should
s find it necessary to declare Session ineli-
ble; (3) That after the investigation was
arted, Principal Bibich and Trustee Decter
vho took office in January 1951) sincerely
soperated with the IHSAA to deteemine the
cts. No such cooperation was manifested
¢ others connected with the case at Glenn
igh School; (4) That while certification
“eligibility is the primary responsibility of
e principal, it is also a malter of great con-
'm {o a coach, since the standing of the
hool, his team and his own record are jeop-
dized by the use of an ineligible player.
e also is required to sign all [HSAA entry
auks jointly with the principal; (5) That,
i& fo the extraordinary success of Coach
liams and his team, the influence of the
ach in the school and community far out-
sighed that of the principal in matters per-
ining to athletics; (6) That, if Coach Wil-
uns had cooperated with Principal Bibich
a sincere effort to arrive at the facts, and
d jotned the principal in a statement of all
: facts available concerning the birth date

Chacles Session there would have beert -

serious repercussions against anyone in
- school or community. No evideace was
:sented by Coach Williams or anyone else
it he had offered to do this; and (7) That,
tile it is the primary duty of the peincipal
be responsible only for athletics of his
m school, the prominence of this athlete,
> wide-spread and persistent rumors

Frount Row (L-R)

-

(if not actual knowledge) regarding this
player’s age, and the easy access to reliable
records in numerous public agencies should
have prompted the principals of competing
schools in that area at least to request an
investigation by the ITHSAA before or dur-
ing the season instead of delaying action until
May 22, 1951. Most of the cvidence in this
case was acquired by the IHSAA in one
day’s visit to Terre Haute. The Board, how-
ever, wishes to commend the principals who
finally requested that this very serious trans-
gression of the rules should be exposed.
Action Talken

(1) Glenn High School is to forfeit all
regularly scheduled contests that it won in
which Charles Session participated after he
became ineligible. This provision does not
apply to IHSAA championship tourney
games; (2) Glenn is suspended from mem-

bership in the THSA A until January 1, 1952;-

(3) On January 1, 1952, Glenn may apply
for reinstatcment on a probationary basis
for the remainder of the 1951-52 member-
ship year; (4) For the remainder of the bas-
ketball season after its reinstatement, Glenn
may schedule not to exceed ten basketball
games (exclusive of toumeys) for each team
and each player sponsored by the school;
(3) Principal Bibich and Coach Williamns are
severely reprimanded for not reporting to the
IHSAA. at once the information they pos-
sessed in April 1951, that Charles Session
was overage during his senior year; and (6)
The township trustee is to file a statement
with the Board of Control guaranteeing that
the principal will be responsible for the high
school athletic program in fact as well as in
name, free from any pressure either within
the school or the community,

=L

The 1950-51 Glenn Pirates

Michael Dragon - Richard Richmond - Charlte Sesslon - Clifford Philiips

Back Row (L-R}

Oscar Sesslon - Coach Willlams - Willfam Tanner - Harley Gaston |
Donald Wagle - Patrick Dragon - Harlen Killibrew

Final Cosnnceis

Although there are soveral nepative as-
pects brought to light by the 1HSAA’s ex-
pose, authorities in the Lost ¢ reck soligol
system took the appropriate steps (o bring
its schools back into good standing. They
continued on a proper course until ab.
sorbled by the Terre Haute School Corp, in
1961.

Earlier it was stated ibat the Pirates®
eventual demise came at the: hinnds of an
Evansville Reitz squad. 1t shovld he neted
that Reitz, coached by Claence Riggs,
went on to the state championship pame
before bowing to perennial powerhowse
Mungcie Central 60-58.

Here’s another addendum to this con-
troversial but compelling story. There were
nine siblings in the Session famify. The
two girls were Trannie and Myrile. All
seven of the Session boys (Henry, Geoge,
Casey, Charles, Oscar, Ernie and | ulelt -
oldest to youngest) served in the United
States Army.

After completing his service obliga-
tion, Charles Session played basketball at
Eastern linois University, with former
Frankfort High School basketball coach
and Hall of Fawer John Mitholland.
--------------- The End---—-mmameaes

Editor’s comment: Tt can be seen by
this example of forfeiture how tedious, at
times, rescarching records can be.

Some researchers do not count alumni
games. Others do not count small school
varsity games verses a larger school’s B-
team. These are just two variables that
can exist among those involved in getting
facts, records and history corrected.

In this particular instance of Glenn
High School, if they played, for example,
Concannon in the regular season and the
state tournament and won both games, ilicy
would forfeit the regular season game, but
would retairi the tournament win.

All  dedicated researchers deserve
much credit. HBS.

Jeff Out Of N.C.C.

Lafayette Jefferson High School a few
months ago opted to leave the North Central
Conference. Jefferson’s intent was fo remain
affiliated through the school year of 2005-
06. Evidently, this did not sef well with the
other seven member schools. A vote was
faken and vnanimously passed {o remove
Jefferson’s membership as of the end of the
current school year. Jeffcrscm‘wﬂl be re-
laced by Huntington WNorth High School.
eff’s new affiliation will be with ”‘f

Continued on page 8 - see Depzir“tid_ﬂ
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Racism In Tadiana 5y Harley Sheers
Part II: A Long Hard Battle
(Reprinted from the Fall 1999 issue of
Boxscore, page 6)

D.C. and Arthur

We all know about Jackie Robinson
and his journey in opening the way for
black players into major league baseball,
But how much do we really know about
the progression, or lack of it, in high school
sports in Indiana and other surrounding
states? Segregation in the south would
seettl to be a given in the first half of the
twentieth century, but not in a state north
of the Mason-Dixon line. By assuming
this, let’s see just how wrong we would be
by delving into some accurrences in the
not foo distant past.

It should not be surprising that black
schools, among others, were not admitted
into the Indiana High School Athletic
Association (THSAA) until 1943, Afrer
all, D. C. Stephenson had begun roaming
the hills and dales of the Hoosier state in
1920. He was appointed state Grand
Dragon of the Klu Klux Klan in 1922. The
Klan had reached its apex, nationally in
1920, and nowhere did it have such a large
following as in Indiana. By 1923 it is
claimed that around one-third of Indiana’s
male population were members, .

In a book entitled « D.C.Stephenson -
Irvington 0492, compiled and edited by
H. R. Greenappls, a list of Klan members
by county appears, starting on page 93,
Two things that drew my attention were:
(1) in almost every county a minister or
two was listed and (2) a name that caught
iy eye on page 114 was a J.C. Rice. He
was the first coach to win a sectional
championship (1931) at Corydon High
School. He later became school
superintendeat at Martinsville. Rice is
listed as a Klan member from Oliio County.

In 1939, on their way to the state title,
Washington High School featured a black
lad named Dave Dejernett. Thus, it should
not be surprising that Iis school received

'a communique prior to the regional in
Vmc!ennes, that if he played he would be
shot!

Even with this kind of frenzy
permeating the Hoosier landscape in these
days, Negroes were allowed to play on
some teams. A quote from Black History
News and Notes (November 1993, page
1) tells why. “In small communities with
almost totally white populations, - an
occasional black did not warrant a
challenge during even the harshest periads
of segregation and diserimination,
Sontefines team sp trit overruled prejudice,

intitnidation and external regulations. The
anomaly of individual black stars pacing
their predominately white teams to state
tournament victories while black schools
were barred from tournament play scemed
to have slipped unnoticed by the media and
THSAA officials.”

" Although pressure had been applied
continuously since Attucks High School
had become an entity in 1927, it wasa’tuafil
1941 that segregation became a hot issue.
Anarticle by sports editor, W, Blaine Paiten
of the Indianapolis Star, approved by
several big-wigs, including state senator,
Robert Brokenburr, had this fo say. “Under
the feadership of Arthur I.. Trester and his
controlled board of control, the national
movement of unify has meant nothing so
far as the THSA A is concemed. The narrow
viewpoint is taken by that body banning
Catholic and Negro high schools from all
tournaments. And this is the great state of
Indiana pledged to support the high ideals
of Americal To you members of the state
legislature, it is not a difficult thing to
correct this glaring unfaitness to many of
the boys of our state. Simply pass a
measure which would make it unlawful to
bar schools of similar grade on grounds of
race and creed.”

A little over a year later, on August
L5, 1942 all schools, no .matter their
makeup were allowed access to
tnembership in the THISAA.,

More Trouble

With the admission of all schools the
race issue is settled, ripht? Hardly! Crispus
Attucks [a school built on the northwest
side of Indianapolis to segregated blacks
from whites] still was forced to schedule
games with out-of-state teawns for a lack of
acceplance into the fold. A majority of
local schools still refused to play them.
Also, fpredominantly white] schools with
black players met with unfair practices,
because there still abounded officials with
Kanish ways.

The best example, took place in 1947
at Shelbyville in a game between the
Golden Bears and Terre Haute Garfield.
The pame was witnessed by Daa

‘Thomasson of Shelbyville, later a vice-

president and editor of the Scripps-Howard
News Service. Following are his obser-
vations of this game that ended in a riot.
“The star for Garfield was 6-foot-10
Clyde Lovellefte, later an All-American at
Kansas. Shelbyville started three blacks -
Bill Garrett, Emerson Johnson and
Marshall Murray. The battle under the
basket between Garrett and Lovellette was
incredible. Early Lovellette was in foul
trouble trying o stop the gazelle-like

Garrett. On three occasions, fouls called
against Lovellette were reversed by a
bigoted official, who would stop Garreit
Jrom reaching the foul line, take the ball
and march everyone to the other end B
the second of these, the Shelbyville fans
began to get ugly and by the third the ntood
was threatening. Despite its location south
of Indianapolis, Shelbyville had o
reputation for racial harmony. Nonetheless,
soft drink cups and other debris began
hitting the playing surface from the packed
bleachers. The referee s whistles could not
be heard above the din of the crowd. The
official who had tnade several errors in
Judgment, made a really gigantic one. He
called a technical on the crowd and then
Jouled out Garrett. The riumble Jrom the
stands gresw menacing as Terre Haute took
the lead, The Garfield coach, Willard
Kehri, aShelbyville native ordered the team
manager to pack the team equipment and
getitonthe bus. They would refurn (o Terre
Haute and shower later:

By games end, local and state police
had been called in but were of little use as
irate fans stormed the floor. The Garfield
feam made it to the bus and police
prolection got the officials to their car Bt
they needed an escort to get safely oul of
town. Pools of blood spotied the once
gleaming surface of the playing floor fiom
bashed noses and cut heads. "

“During the afternath, the IHSAA not
known for its racial enlightenment in those
days, (Thomasson s words not mine) had a
problem. Should they suspend the
Shelbyville Golden Bears from the state
lournament? Fortunately, for Shelbyville,
the referee s actions were 5o outrageous that
the IHSAA took no action and even
apologized for what had happened, "

This set the stage for a rematch. Both
teams advanced to the title game. Garfield
cante in with a perfect record. Shelbyville
was 24-5, but with the advantage of having
something to prove. Also, there would
hardly be any chance for skullduggery with
the game being played before 15,000 at the
Butler Ficldhouse. The game was played and
the Bears where golden as they avenged their
previous eight point loss by ten. Poetic
Justice, indeed. )

Soon thereafter, Mr. Basketball, Biil
Garrett became the first black athlete to be
accepted at a Big Ten school. It was
suggested that tcammate Emerson Johnson,
almost equal in talent to Garmett, should
accompany him to college. However, the
word from Indiana University was that it
would be difficult enough to handle one black

Continued on page g - see Racism
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Racism - continued from page7 do for you?” Al’s response was, “P'd like to
Mooar T s order a milk shake”. The owner hesitated,
layer, let alone two. The foliomng year,  then solemnly replied, “Now Al, you know
ruie Hall of Lafayette Jefferson High School  we don’t serve coloreds in here.” "Al knew;
would be the first black player at Purdue. he just wanted to see if it still held. Tha
An earlier event which indicated that excerpts of thisepisode of hypacrisy are taken
Shelbyville wasn't entirely nondiscriminatory,  fyom “Grass Roots and Schoolyards”, edited
Tecently came to my attention from a formor by Nelson Campbell and forwarded by Dean
Shelbyvilie athlete who doesit’t want his name Smith. )
used. He told methat, at one time, Shelbggﬂe ' Another escapade took place in Peoria.
had an all black school (Booker T Was 8- Arthur Trout, an Ilinois high schaool basket-
ton). Upon graduation the blacks were as-  pay legend from Bruceville, Indiana was an
similated into.junior and senior high. This early proponent of equality. In the ecarly 40s
Individual related, to me, how a fiiendship  Troue tooi his Centralia high school basket-
evolved between himself and Shelbyville’s  paif team into aPeoria hotel fora meal. The
first really good black athlete, Thomas Sadler. manager, upon spotting Trout’s one Negro
Sadler was 6-foot-2 and 200 ounds. When  player informed him that the black boy would
they were seniors in 1941, (his person told ﬁave fo cat outside. With a sigh, the “Old
me that he was chosen MVP of the football Man”, as he was affectionately koown, imn-
team because he was white. He admits that mediately commanded his troops to arise and
Thomas Sadler was the real MVP. vacate the premises. As he exited, he recited
. Trouble Yo Ulinois to the racist this history lesson. “Graat has
_Indiana was not the only state that had  gaker Richimond, Le¢ has surrendered at
acial problems. Overin iinois, in 1954, M, Appomattox, Lincoln has proclaimed eman-
Yernon High School was seeking to become  cipation, the Civii Waris over and the slaves
hat state’s first four-time champion. They haye been freed!”
1ad won previous titlés in 1920, 1949 and Other Thoughts
950. Their opponent was Cliicago DuSable, AsT looked back on the aforementioned
fte first all-black school to ¢ it to the travesties, and meditated on the perpetrators
hamptonship game, DuSable’s coach wag (the THSAA and Arthur Trester-
tm Brown, a black Froebel High School D.C.Stephenson-the druggist in Mt. Vernon-
Gary, Indiana) graduate. The starof the M, the referecs) two questions remained. Who
rmon Rams was their oanly black player - was the bigoted referee in the Shelbyviile-
uvard Albe_rt Agf&nt. DuSable was lead by  Terre Haute Garfield game and how could
diana University recruits, “Sweet” Chatlie  anyone attach Arthur Trester’s name to a
rown and Paxton “Sugar" Lumgkm. Since  mentay attitude award?
ill Garret had excelledat LU, ey idently they tirst I found the summation of the game
»uld now handle two blacks, in question on microfilm at the India na Staie
The consensus was that DuSable was Libraty. On page 4 ofthe Shelbyville Demo-
-most a lock to win, but due lo some  cratJanuary 4, 1947) these statements were
lestionable calls MLt. Vernon prevailed. The made: (1) “Officials Farl Townsend (India-
tuation was similar to the first (regular napolis) and Don Veller (Bickaell) came forth
ason) of the two Shelbyville-Garficld with a ragged performance that knocked the
nes, because one of the referces was later  props out of a crackerjack game betweon two
rred from (_)ﬂicm.uﬂg in the Big 8, the Big of tﬁe stale’s outstanding teams” and @) “It
'and the Missouri Valiey Conferences, after  got 50 bad by the time the game ended that
s handling of a suspicious Oklalioma City - high school principal, . W.0. Brosk [whose
attle game. Sports Illustrated alleged that  son also started for Shelbyville] and other
assoctated with known gamblers and rigged  school officials had called in a cordon of po-
mes. : lice fo protect the refs, inginly Townsend, who
The referocs may have helped Mt. Veron, certaioly had one of the bleakest nights of
tunbiased observers say that the Rams Were  his officiating career.” Nota good reference
tthy opponents. That they could have won - for an attorncy of the Townsend and
‘hout assistance is based on the following Townsend law firm in Indianapolis,
ts. With Al Avant leadm_g the way, Mt. Next I found that Trester had presided
Joa was able to frequently break through  gyer the IHSAA from 1913 through 1944,
Sable’s vaunted press for easy baskets atd  during most of these controversial times. Like
ause of this, -Ron Richards, the Ram’s pC Stephenson, whose famous statement in
ond guard scored a season high, 25 Points.  his days of dominance was, “I am: the law!™,
0, the Ram’s defense was probably the  “Trester dorminated Indiana high school sports.
t_that the big city team had seen ail el  Therefore the racist tendencies that prevailed

The end of this saga, although racist, is in the THSAA during hig dministration have
¢ hilatious. On Sunday Al Avant, the Ram to fall at his feet, ghsa

flcapain, rode into Mt, Vernon in titc lead Priar fo looking into the lurid past of
holding the ChaIrTVIIPIOHSl“P trophy. Hewas  [ndiana’ favorite pastime, I had liuﬂa con-
ed a hero. On Monday he decided todo  ception of its ugliness. Now I ask. Do Rarl
ething he had never done before. Uporn  Townsend and Arthur Trester actually de-
ring a focal drug store, he was greeted by seivetheir honored places in the Indiana High
waer with, Gieat game Al whatcan] School Basketball Hafl of Fame in New

Castle? And, more imporiantly, do the people
who are responsible for Trester’s name be-
ing attached to the mentai attitude trophy
know of his racial intolerance?
el L 17: I —

Departed'- continued from page 6

Hoosier Crossroads Conference, already con-
sisting of Avon, Brownsburg, Hamilton
Southeastern, Harrison, McCutcheou,
Noblesville, Wesifield and Zionsville,

Following is some history of the North
Cenfral Conference (NCC) taken from, Roger
Robison's book, “Everett Case and The
Franifort Hot Dogs”,

The NCC was formed in March of 1926..
Ten schools decided to form a conference fan
its officials encouraged others to do the same],
Evidently the larger schools had been chaﬂl-
iuﬁ overat the dominant influence of the small
schools and the firancial benefits gained by
them. These bigger schools with bigger
did not enjoy sharing equally, the sectional
profils, with the smali counfy schools, The
NCC floated the idea of boycolting the
IHSAA tournamient and having their own
tourney which would include the first and sec-
ond place teams from the NCC and any other .
conference that might be formed, This got the
altention of the IHSAA, who adoptef some
measures to appease these aggitated schools.

Marion had originally backed the NCCs
agenda, but having unex ctedly won the
1926 championship, decided not 1o risk an.
lagonizing the THSAA. Richmond was se-
lected as their replacement.

The core otp the NCC has always been
the “gas belt” cities of Anderson, Kokonto,
Marion and Muncie. After natural gas was
discovered in that area in the 1880s, these
four towns develaped a strong industrial base
which had been attracted by the cheap fuel.
The fledgling gasoline engine automobile
manufacturers followed, and were accompa-,
nied by the automobile parts and accessories
business. These spilled over into New Castle
(home fo the Maxwell and later Chrysler) and
to Richmond, a transpotation cenfer on the
National Road. In adpditiou, the corc cities
weie connecied by the light rail electric trains
(interurbans). These systenis were built be-
tween 1893 and 1907, There were six major
lines with five using Indianapolis as their hub.
These lines were the unifying factor in con-
necting the more westernly communities of
Frankfort, Lafayetic, Lebanon, Logansport
and Rachester to the ‘gas belt” towns.

The nine charter members of the NCC
were Anderson, Frankfort, Kokomo, Leba-
non, Logansport, Muncie Central, New
Castle, Richmond and Rochester. Lafayelte

Jefferson rféglaced Rochesterin 1933. Marion

replaced Lebanon in 1935, Indianapolis Tech
was a member for a fow years but dropFed
out in 1963. The Frankfort Hot Dogs then
removed themselves in 1968, . .
With Huntington No, being admitted, it
witl be the first new memberin over 40 years.




